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The places of memorie are resembled
unto Waxe and Paper. . . .

The utterance and using of them, is
like unto reading.

Wilson’s Art of Rhetorique (1560)





Lady in the Dark





Nicky’s World

As the plot rocks back and forth on a pinhead
count to fifteen very slowly.
By that time you should be alone again
contemplating your evening.

You could go for a ride and take a fall,
break your back and welcome an addiction -
or ask Miguel to serve drinks by the pool,
that hunky contractor might stop by.

Finally there’s a knock at the door,
a lady policeman shows her badge.
She’s asking if these unusual cufflinks
belong to the father of your children.

[5 ]



Souvenir

If the bones of the house appeal
build from appliance to the bowl your hands
position and empty, never lonely.
Amid snowstorms the day passes from me to you,
its scenes awash with love.
If I dream the tea cup your mother gave me
tears and I try to mend it with the wrong glue
it turns out the dream is teasing.
Let’s go to Hawaii on our way to the Library of Congress.
How can I thank you for the pleasure of your company.
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Block

The restored fountain churns pink bubbles
like a council-sponsored lounge act.

The police station next door looks like a toilet,
avant-garde and cruisy.

I’d like to stop and say hello at the old Thai
but the food at the new place is better.

If gays and lesbians don’t shop at the gay
and lesbian bookshop who will?

The Korean bathhouse is great if you don’t mind 
running into students naked.
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Quality Control 

Formidable or freaked-out
make up your mind on the honeymoon

a turban creates a sense of occasion
over the holiday weekend

shop-soiled like a melamine tabletop
a yard sale soothes breach of promise

the working bee will reconvene
for an impromptu quiz

I’ll supply the transcript
of a feud on the factory floor
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