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For my original peer group of fifteen year old poets— Andrew Spooner,
Paul Selby, Clive Saunders et al; and in memory of Rosemary Delbridge.
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Lincoln (London 1991), pp 42–5, 86, and 137–8.

Get it where you can.



From This Moment a Change (1968)

This is the strongest anxiety of all; the ‘terror’, as Descartes calls it; the terror
of failure in time against which there is no recourse except by a veritable
leap to God. In this manner the idea of God reappears to Descartes. Long
neglected by the primary consciousness absorbed in the ‘science
admirable’, it reappears in this spontaneous act of the secondary
consciousness given to him by his dream. From this moment, so to speak, a
change of atmosphere will occur in those dreamlike regions which seem to
lead to some inevitable reality of despair. But in order for Descartes to arrive
finally at the true ‘shelter’ and to find the genuine ‘remedy’, he must endure
other trials. The spontaneous act by which he turns toward God does not
possess at this moment the necessary efficacy: it is not pure spontaneity: it is
not addressed directly to a God of the present, but to a God of the past.

Georges Poulet, Studies in Human Time

But the snow stopped after I opened Norah’s suit, and the beasts departed.
And I saw movement in that planet’s metal, at the last. I don’t think it was a
trick of the light, or of the evaporating snow.

Algis Budrys, The Unexpected Dimension
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from this moment a change:
from present and
past, in the
dreamlike (snow and
light) movement
of despair

from the beasts 
from this failure 
in time
I opened

from this moment a change
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